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On the necessity of legal protection of electronic publishing of the classics in text form

Mika Kira

ABSTRACT

Under the present Japanese copyright law, any protection is not given to those who, by
studying minutely the original texts, present to the public the clearly and exactly revised texts
and those who put them into the network. Considering this situation, this paper aims to
expound the rationale of inserting into the present system of copyright law the new rules to
protect, though in this case in much shorter term than in the case of general copyright, the
rights of the revisers and those of the specialists who put the efforts of the revisers into the
computer. Since the lack of the above-mentioned protection is the big factor which keeps low
the level of Japanese network publication of revised texts, this realization of new protection
rules will contribute to the increase of future appearance of revised texts on the network.
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