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@® COURSETITLE:
Deconstructing the Constructed America:
An Examination of American Social Life through Architecture and Urban Spaces
@® DESCRIPTION:
The built forms of a society are a cultural product, and the designers engage in an act of
cultural production. As such, the examination of architecture can provide insights into the
cultural tensions and aspirations of a society. This course seeks to explore American
culture through the careful examination of American built spaces — from the home and
neighborhood, to the uses of American architecture in international humanitarian aid.
@® Class Schedule
Week 1: Architecture as a Cultural Investigation
Week 2: The American Home: Negotiating Modernism
Week 3: Politics, Stratification and the American Neighborhood
Week 4: American Regionalisms and the Contradictions of Class
Week 5: Racial Difference and Architectural Design in America
Week 6: The Landscapes of Black America
Week 7: Architecture of Safety, Architecture of Fear
Week 8: Architectural Design as Humanitarian Aid
Week 9: The American Public and the American Public Spaces
Week 10: Architecture: the Physical Record of Cultural Life

*k Reading material: All reading materials for this course will be included in a course pack.
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